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CAMP FIVE MILE = le

The month started off with closing out the records for Sod House
Camp, BF 2 end being transferred to Carp Five Hile, WFl, which nesessitated
the check end transfer of property at each campes A side camp of 17 nen
was estarlished at Sod House, from FPive Nile, in order that the buildings
and fence jobs =ight continuey twenty five men were left at Five Nile.

On the 234, of Ogtorer, thie side camp was pulled and a side ocamp
established from Puema Vista on October 243 it was nocessary o pull the

‘icer in charge might clean up his records, ready for their
transfer to othor camps. This was done on October 293 the boysleft here
at 9 pene to catch the train at Burns, sowe 70 miles distant, the foremen
driving the trucks; trucks returmed $to canp at 4320 asme afber getting the
boys and luggege on the traine.
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tookus € hours to trovel this distencej the new company wms moved to
Five liile on the Slst, arriving at 6 p.n. with 168 boys who undersbend
how to work and what work means, These bLoys have been in CCC Camps fyom
6 nonths to & yearsy they are feast and willing workers.

How for a little work desoript one

The 44 ton Osgood dragiine at Ca-p Sod House, while excavating cane
als, suddenly settled and slipped to a 45 degree angle, Hwrying itsels up
b window on the rear sidey the oaver and nuskrat hed und@rmined
the canmal bank j st below the water lever where it could mot Le seen, and
when the heavy equipment reached this area which wes nicely sodded over,
it suddenly sank, After several days hard work digging out tho mad and
mick, and & 177 mile trip to borrow heavy line and blocks, we were able
_ with the R D 7 oat and by using & deadman and &
luff hiteh with the blocks andllinees The operator now goes wading in the
atreans, prospecting for heaver homes, before driving the dragline acrosse

The buildings et Sod House are being completed; the tile roof is on
the clerk's residence and the furnace work is progressing quite rapidlys
the pump house is nearly completed and the rock walls about the yards are

taking on shape

Cementfor the P ranch basement and foundation was puured in one days
half the foundation, the half on the goound, is of cement while the top
half is of rooky 25 boys and one foreman poured 50 yards.

Cement foundations for two cattle guards, 12x12°', waus poured; these
cattlegunrds have a three foot ot with 2 center partitionsg 18 3" iron
pipes are used on top to make the tread, with surfaced 2x45 flatwaysused
as spreadersy these pipe are loose, yet cannot come out 'y being driven
over; they cen be removed and the pit dug out, as they fill up with dust.
The forms used for pouring the cementon these cattleguerds, are portable,

Gravel wes heuled from the west side camsl of our dam in the Blitzen
River sbove the P ranch, for surfacing the centsal road; the gravel had
washed into this canal and prevented water tursed into the ceanal from rune
ningg it was taken out by the dragling and loaded on trucks.

About 50 yds. of sand was neuled fyom the P ranch to Sod House, a
distance of 43 miles, where it is used in building the rock walls hHetween

the headguarters buildings.
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Ten loads of gate posts were hauled during Ootober, 10 miles beyond
Burns to the P ranch, a total distance of 75 milesy gautes will be bullt ;
at entrances to the Refuge. Four trucks hauled 2 days end 2 trucks one day.

One Surdayone of the CCC boys was on an explering trip up the Blitzem
River damy he found a cave and afber digging around in the cave, found the
skeleton of an Indian, presumably & woman. One of the knees had been bro=-
ken, but, spperently, had healed before death.s The left hand had the
thumb and forefiner intact, the fingermail being clearly indicated, while
the middle and third fingers were off at the knuckles and the little finger
&t the first joint. The hand was badly withered, of course, the fl®shhand
bone having become as fiber.

The fence on the east side of Malheur lske is completed, 1% miles ef oleu

Speaeking of the boys from the east not kmowing the ways of the weat
has noting on an inspector woriing out of the Washington offices This ine
dividual, a very fine msn, went to visit or interview a rancher, Mr. Joe Pine
who lives in Catlow valley, 17 miles from Five Mile Camps when the Imspector
returned he stabdd "I did not get to see him a8 he wgs not receiving visitors
tcday as the gate was shut", Well, he hes since learned that gates in this
country are to keep cattle and horses in or out, and not visitorsi/




The first ten days in October were spent on the dragline finishing the
£i11 for the Genter road down to its junction with the Five lMile road.

To obtain dirt for this fill we first removed the willows from the river
banky then with the dragline, the ragged irregular bank wes cut to about a forty
defree slope with the spoil built into a fill at the top of the slope. This
was graveled and graded so now what was originally e rough winding road, choked
with greass and brush, has become a beautiful straight level drive.

: Driving dowm this road one gets a wonderful view of the walley from the

"P" Ranch down to the Five liile roasd. At this time of year the valley is dotted
with hundreds of cattle and in their own fenced inclosures stand enormous stacks
of hayes Occasionly a deer or coyote will stand and stare curiously at those
who pass.

From this job the machine was moved to the dam. Two days were spent on the way
dig:;ing two hundred yards of irrigation ditch about four feet wide and thirty inches
deeps At the dam about two feet of gravel wes removed from the head end of the
west diversion ditchy this extended from the dam about four-hundred feet down the
ditch.

Upon completing this job we started the river cut-off above the dam. This
requires the removal of about seven thousand cubic yards of dirt. The machine
will handle about fifty cubic yards per hour. This job is well under way and

everything is going goodes

On the last day of the month the ciler, an enrcllece of Company 269, discovere
ed a skunk in a trap near the dragline., Expresaing much concern over the skunk's
suffering, he asked if he might release it. Upon being informed that it was
probably the humane thing to do he went back to the traps In about an hour he
returned. 1is coat he carried at the end of a long stick and with much disgust
said "There's gratitude for you. I was just trying to help him and look what he
did to me." Incidently ye operator had to ride to camp with him in the cab of
the truck,



Up uwntil the middle of the month, a crew of twelve men shoveled an
average of seventy-two cubie yds. of gravel per day. This gravel wes
hauled by from five to seven trucks to Center Road.

Une "Cletrac” lept the gravdl loose for men to load., This was a
difficult job as the "Cletrac" was in poor conditions One man spread
gravel on Center Roade This job has previously been done by three memn
and was a hard job for one man, but it was done well.

A crew of four men screoened snd washed sand which went to Sod House
Cemp for concrete and plastering purposes.

One crew of men worked for a short time at the "P" Ranch house===pour=
ing cement, general carpentry and clean-up worke A crew of men alsoc poured
cement for two cattle guardse The new forms were used and they worked pere
fectly and a [line Job was doue oun both guards.

Bven with the boys knowing they were leaving this camp they did not
lose interest but went right ahead with there worke Iiost of the boys felt
badly about having to leave and would have liked to stay. Some of the boys
had been in this cemp as long as fourteen months snd we lost & valuable lot
of men when they were transferrede.

There has been a great increase in bird 1life this month, Thore are
several types of ducks and a few different types of geese in large bands.
There are many blue heron, sandhill crune and pelicens have increased not-
icably. Sage hen, quail, pheasnt and other small game birds have become
quite numerous. There are a few egret heres

Deer are seen in small bands quite frequently and some are becoming
so gentle that they graze in the "P" Ranch orchard close to the house and
other buildingse A few coyotes have been seen on the refuge during the
past month,.




During the month of October my work constituted verious jobs.
For several weeks I worked in the office and resident buildings help-
ing put the fwrnaces Together, and putting the heating duects upe.

Kext, I was assigned the digging of ditches and pouring of eement
for the rock walls around the buildings. I was given nine CCC boys for
this work.

Just before I left Sod House Camp, with eleven CCC boys, we finishw
ed up a two mile streteh of fence on the lake bed.

I have now moved to Five Mile Camp which I think is even better than
_ the Sod House Camp, it being a prettier place, and also warmer, with, as
< I have already found, many more birds and animals,

I have seen quite a number of Chinese pheasants, many species of
3, ducks and geese, and this evening I saw a
Swans flying over the refuge. This is the




on the cemter road alomg the Blitzen canal went about
the same as it did last month except that 1t went slower because
we had so few men to work with.

graded and surfaced with gravel about one-half mile of
however there were fewer trucks used this month, Ve

ed the grader and the Cletrac "356" to grade and smooth about a
mile of road crossing the wvalley between the center road and the
state highway which runs along the west side of the valley. The
Cletrac "35" powered with a Hercules motor is certainly a fine
little job for light work. The Caterpillar RD-7 was used of course
where the work was too heavy for the light "Cats"™. I believe the
RD=7 to be one of the best machines of this type on the market being
mobile and cheap to operate.

The "Speeder” dragline has finished sloping the Blitzen canal
bank as far as the Dell Witzel place, completing about two miles of

slopinge

All of the machines on the project ere holding up fine, except
the "65" Cletracs, doing a meximm amount of work with a very small
loss of time for Wweakdowns,.

&

Wildlife is getting more and more numerous as the shortage of
feed forces the animals and birds down into the refuge for food.



Work on the "P" Ranch house this month have consisted mostly
of cutting openings and getting ready to re-erect the bullding.
Some time wes spent in waterproofing the basements.

The new part have been erccted and ready for shingling, work
prog;gessed slowly the latter part of the month due to the camp being
Mmovedy

By request of the engineer clamps were made for all gates at the
dam so they could be locked. Hraces were made to strengthen the 1ift=
ing shaft on main gates.

All hand tools were kept in repair and repalrs were mede on the
power pumpe The dragline dipper was brought in and all of the worn

parts were repaired.

The truck bodies were braced and repaired and bolts, [ins and
other repairs were made for all machines.

Several odd-sized wrenchcs were made for machines which were needed
at once so as to keep the machines in operation.

After repairing on the trucks here at Five Mile, the camp Yo which
I have been transferred I am finally getting them in shape although I
haven't them all, I am slowly but surely succesding.

1 sure am glad of this as I have just gotten several other trucks
from Board Correls that are in bad conditions




The 44 ton Osgood dragline mired dowm
while excavating & canal in the Sod
House fields This was caused by the
beaver and muskrat undermining the
grasgy bank,

A sloseup view of the drage
line affter some of the dirt
and mud was removed, trying
to get out by the aid of it's
power plus the caterpillar,
without line and bl -cks.

:

Picture after more mud had
been removed, ready to try
pulling with the cat and
eided by bloeck andline,
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The Osgood dragline with

the caterpilliar hitched on
to the line which is atte
achod with a 1luff hiteh to
the dragline., It finally

moved it.

The speeder dragline moving
gravel from the west side
canal just below the dam
and headgate in the Blitzen
Fiversy the zravel was used
for surfacing the center
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Another picture of the speed
er loading a truck with grav
taken from the canal,




Cattle which would be on
the Refuge had the old
fence around the Refuge
not lLeen repaired.

Leading sand out of the
litzen River et the P

reneh, ready to haul some
43 miles distant &b Sod
to be used in the

rock walls sbout the heade
quarters buildings.

Pumping water out of the
hole under the P ranch
house ready to pour the

sement hasecment,
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Corner of the new fence around
the Malheur lake, which had
been torn down by someoneg

note that the boundery sign has
been pulled up and set to ons
side,

Another nlace where the
fence has been cuti note the
posts in the backgreund are
only-in the holes, ready to
be sete It is obvious that

Jwlié"ever cut the fence here

4 did it without epparant rea=
son, as ‘they could have gone
& fow rods and gone arcund
the fences

Yet another place where the
fence is cut without app=
arant reason. A picture
of yours truly shown hold-
ing the cut ends on the §
wires,
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A section of the eenter road
ready for the g;mvel[

Prpcessing & section of the center
road, that is mixing clay with the
gravel,

Picture of the "P® Ranch house with
one section removed where the
basement is being constructed,




